
Since 1996, when Neighbors In Ministry launched the Rise & Shine year-round 
after school program, we have been helping economically disadvantaged and 
racially diverse children learn -- about the fundamental importance of 
education, about their community and culture, and about themselves. 

Rise & Shine is the ONLY local after school program that o�ers:

• one-on-one tutoring

• STEAM activities 

 (Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts, and Mathematics)

• literacy tools for academic and collegiate success

• lessons in African American history and culture

YOU MATTER.
You and all other human beings are important and deserving of respect and 
equality of opportunity. Your needs, your wishes, and your opinions count.

WE BELIEVE IN YOU.
Not everyone has everything or everyone they need for a good start in life. 
We are here for you, every day, because we have faith in who you are and 
who you will become.

DREAM BIG.
Whatever you envision for your life, let your dreams inspire you to work hard 
and reach high.

      Today: Rise & Shine’s program has 

become even more comprehensive and 

serves many students each year, from 

kindergarten through high school. 

BREAKING DOWN 
BARRIERS. BUILDING
COMMUNITY.

1988: Fay Walker invites people to 
have an interracial dialogue after the 
Ku Klux Klan (KKK) requests a 
permit to march in downtown 
Brevard. Fourteen community 
members participate, dub themselves 
the “Friends,” and go on to meet for 
the next decade. 

1992: The Friends initiate a petition 
after the KKK march in Brevard. The 
petition fills an entire page in the 
Transylvania Times and includes 
1,200 signatures of local residents. 

1993: Pastor Frederick Gordon 
and leaders from the Methodist 
Church work to further race relations 
in the community. Fay Walker and 
Pastor Gordon brainstorm how to 
help children and address racial justice 
and reconciliation at the same time.

1996: All summer, Walker, Gordon 
and a team of parents and residents 
dream up, design and plan an after 
school program that would eventually 
be called Rise & Shine. It’s signature? 
Daily one-on-one tutoring. With 
$3,000 of United Way funding Rise & 
Shine opens its doors.

Since the program's inception, 100% of Rise & Shine 

scholars have graduated from high school, and over the past 

several years, 100% of our graduates have attended college on full or partial 

scholarships. We're especially proud of these achievements considering that, 

nationwide, only 68% of African American youth finish 

high school and just 42% go on to university.

DELIVERING 3 KEY MESSAGES TO KIDS

WHAT WE DO

Empowering children, enriching lives, strengthening communities.



•  Our Guided Reading program teaches kids to become 
independent, strategic readers with in-depth 
comprehension. Lesson plans sharpen decoding skills, 
expand vocabulary, increase fluency, and call upon 
higher-level thinking skills. 

•  The Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts, and 
Mathematics (STEAM) program exposes students to 
hands-on lessons, from outdoor ecological adventures to 
examining fingerprints; from designing, and editing digital 
movies to building and launching model rockets; and from 
dissecting owl pellets to nurturing their own crops in the 
community garden.

•  The Rise & Shine Parents Organization fosters 
involvement in and commitment to children's healthy 
development. Parents meet monthly and volunteer many 
hours of service each year. 

•  Homework Coaches assist with questions and problems 
and help scholars review their completed assignments in 
Reading and Mathematics. 

•  Far from simply being tutors, our volunteers cultivate 
meaningful cross-cultural relationships. Building these 
connections fosters understanding between genders, 
among races, and across generations.

•  Our Racial Equity program confronts racism head-on. 
Working with the local school system, we train teachers 
and administrators and foster long-term, institutional 
transformation. R&S sta� and volunteers participate in 
multiple anti-racism trainings throughout the year.

•  With the carefully structured academic focus of our after 
school program, scholars participate in 10 hours of 
schooling a day.

GOOD THINGS HAPPEN AT RISE & SHINE

This has been the most rewarding volunteer job I have ever had. Each day is different, each 

child is different, and I am different since I got involved with Rise & Shine.

— Syvaughn Clemmons, Guided Reading Teacher

The curriculum and services encompass extraordinary depth and breadth. Not only do students receive academic 
tutoring; they also participate in numerous activities related to cultural enrichment, the arts, and digital literacy. 
Older students learn youth empowerment and give back through peer mentoring and servant-leadership training.

DONATE VOLUNTEER CONTACT
Your financial support makes many 
good things possible. We appreciate 
your generosity and are grateful for 

any amount you can give! Every dollar 
goes directly toward helping our 

students.

Visit us online to make your 
tax-deductible contribution using our 

secure online payment form. If you 
prefer, you may mail a check to:

Rise & Shine/Neighbors In Ministry

PO Box 1036

Brevard, NC 28712

There are lots of ways to get involved. 
To learn more, please visit our website 

(listed below) to complete and 
submit a simple form.

You can be a homework coach, read to 
scholars during Read Aloud, serve 

food, be a mentor for 
adolescents, chaperon one of our 
Fabulous Field Trips, be a Guided 
Reading tutor, or share a special 

talent with students.

Visit riseshine.org/how-to-help/ to 
learn more! 

Neighbors In Ministry/

Rise & Shine

290 Oakdale St.
Brevard, NC 28712

(828) 883-2295
office@riseshine.org

www.riseshine.org


